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GI cancer-specific discussions on latest 

research updates, therapeutic advances, 

and their application in clinical decision-

making were led by Tanios S. Bekaii -

Saab, MD, FACP, FASCO, from Mayo 

Clinic Cancer Center Phoenix

The panel consisted of 7 

key experts in GI cancers

Å 4 from the United States

Å 3 from Europe

Insights report  

including postmeeting 

analyses and actionable 

recommendations

A closed-door roundtable 

discussion focused on 

updates from ASCO GI 

2026 was held virtually on 

January  23, 2026
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Panel of 4 US and 3 European GI Cancer Experts

Kristen Ciombor, MD

Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center Gerald Prager, MD

Medical University of Vienna

Dirk Arnold, MD, PhD

Asklepios Tumorzentrum Hamburg

CHAIR

Tanios Bekaii -Saab, MD, 

FACP, FASCO

Mayo Clinic Arizona John Strickler, MD

Duke University 

Department of Medicine

Eric Van Cutsem, MD, PhD

University Hospitals Leuven
Anthony El -Khoueiry, MD 

USC Norris Comprehensive 

Cancer Center
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Meeting Agenda 
Time (MST) Topic Speaker/Moderator

9.00 AM ï 9.05 AM (5 min) Welcome and Introductions Tanios S. Bekaii-Saab, MD, FACP, FASCO

9.05 AM ï 9.10 AM (5 min) Colorectal Cancer ï Systemic Therapy Dirk Arnold, MD, PhD

9.10 AM ï 9.25 AM (15 min) Discussion All

9.25 AM ï 9.30 AM (5 min) Summary and Key Takeaways Dirk Arnold, MD, PhD

9.30 AM ï 9.35 AM (5 min) Colorectal Cancer ï Biomarkers Kristen Ciombor, MD

9.35 AM ï 9.50 AM (15 min) Discussion All

9.50 AM ï 9.55 AM (5 min) Summary and Key Takeaways Kristen Ciombor, MD

9.55 AM ï 10.00 AM (5 min) Hepatocellular Carcinoma Anthony El-Khoueiry, MD

10.00 AM ï 10.15 AM (15 min) Discussion All

10.15 AM ï 10.20 AM (5 min) Summary and Key Takeaways Anthony El-Khoueiry, MD

10.20 AM ï 10.25 AM (5 min) Break

10.25 AM ï 10.35 AM (10 min) Esophageal Cancers John Strickler, MD

10.35 AM ï 10.50 AM (15 min) Discussion All

10.50 AM ï 10.55 AM (5 min) Summary and Key Takeaways John Strickler, MD

10.55 AM ï 11.05 AM (10 min) Gastric and Gastroesophageal Junction (GEJ) Cancers Eric Van Cutsem, MD, PhD

11.05 AM ï 11.20 AM (15 min) Discussion All

11.20 AM ï 11.25 AM (5 min) Summary and Key Takeaways Eric Van Cutsem, MD, PhD

11.25 AM ï 11.35 AM (10 min) Pancreatic Cancer and Biliary Tract Cancer Gerald Prager, MD

11.35 AM ï 11.50 AM (15 min) Discussion All

11.50 AM ï 11.55 AM (5 min) Summary and Key Takeaways Gerald Prager, MD

11.55 AM ï 12.00 PM (5 min) Summary and Closing Remarks Tanios S. Bekaii-Saab, MD, FACP, FASCO
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Colorectal Cancer ï 
Systemic Therapy  

Conference Highlights Presented by 

Dirk Arnold, MD, PhD
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Abstract Selection:  Colorectal Cancer ï Systemic Therapy  (1/3)

Abstract Phase

Abstract 13: BREAKWATER: Primary analysis of first-line (1L) encorafenib + cetuximab (EC) + FOLFIRI in 

BRAF V600E-mutant metastatic colorectal cancer (mCRC). Kopetz S, et al

Abstract 122: BREAKWATER phase 3: Post hoc subgroup analyses by age in patients (pts) with BRAF V600E-

mutant metastatic colorectal cancer (mCRC). Eng C, et al

Abstract 14: COlorectal Cancer Metastatic dMMR ImmunoTherapy (COMMIT) study: A randomized phase III 

study of atezolizumab (atezo) monotherapy versus mFOLFOX6/bevacizumab/atezo (FFX/bev) in the first-line 
treatment of patients (pts) with deficient DNA mismatch repair (dMMR) or microsatellite instability-high (MSI-H) 
metastatic colorectal cancer (mCRC) ï NRG-GI004/SWOG-S1610. Rocha Lima CMS, et al

Abstract 153: Adjuvant mFOLFOXFIRI after curative-intent resection of oligometastatic colorectal cancer: 

Phase II FANTASTIC trial. Kataoka K, et al 

Abstract 110: Efficacy and safety of ponsegromab in patients with colorectal cancer and cachexia: A subgroup 

analysis of the PROACC-1 phase 2 study. Dunne RF, et al 
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Abstract Selection : Colorectal Cancer ï Systemic Therapy  (2/3)
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Abstract Selection : Colorectal Cancer ï Systemic Therapy  (3/3)
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BREAKWATER: Primary analysis of first -line encorafenib + cetuximab + 
FOLFIRI in BRAF V600E -mutant metastatic colorectal cancer 
Kopetz S , et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 13
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BREAKWATER phase 3: Post hoc subgroup analyses by age in patients with 
BRAF V600E-mutant metastatic colorectal cancer 
Eng C, et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 122
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COMMIT study: A randomized phase III study of atezo monotherapy vs mFOLFOX6/ 
bevacizumab/atezo in the first -line treatment of pts with deficient DNA mismatch 
repair or microsatellite instability -high mCRC ï NRG-GI004/SWOG-S1610
Rocha Lima CMS, et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 14
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Dr Arnold Showed a Comparison of COMMIT to CM -8HW to Illustrate That the Benefit of Adding 
Chemo to Atezo Was Comparable With That Demonstrated With Adding Chemo to Nivo
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Adjuvant mFOLFOXFIRI after curative -intent resection of oligometastatic 
colorectal cancer: Phase II FANTASTIC trial
Kataoka  K, et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 153

Home



Efficacy and safety of ponsegromab in patients with colorectal cancer and 
cachexia: A subgroup analysis of the PROACC -1 phase 2 study 
Dunne RF, et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 110
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A phase 1/2 study of revumenib in patients with advanced colorectal cancer 
and other solid tumors
Parikh AR , et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 130
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Phase II trial of early -line anti -EGFR therapy to facilitate retreatment for select 
patients with metastatic colorectal cancer
Krantz JD , et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 165
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Regorafenib combined with trifluridine/tipiracil vs regorafenib monotherapy in 
refractory mCRC (FDZL -REGOT): A randomized phase 2 trial 
Wang C, et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 157
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Fruquintinib and pirfenidone in combination with anti -PD-1 antibody in 
pMMR/MSS mCRC: A prospective, single -arm, phase Ib/II trial
Lin Z , et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 123 (poster unavailable on ASCO GI website)
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Phase I/Ib study of inavolisib + bevacizumab or cetuximab for PIK3CA -mutated 
metastatic colorectal cancer
Fakih M , et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 158
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Amivantamab plus FOLFOX or FOLFIRI in RAS/BRAF wild -type metastatic 
colorectal cancer: Long -term follow -up from the phase 1b/2 OrigAMI -1 study
Chen EX, et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 166
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Results of phase 2 study of tovecimig (CTX -009), a novel DLL4 -VEGF bispecific 
antibody, as monotherapy in pts with refractory mCRC (COMPANION -003)
Barve MA , et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 125
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Nivolumab plus ipilimumab in pts with CRC with BRCA1/2  alterations: Results 
from the Targeted Agent and Profiling Utilization Registry (TAPUR) study
Alese OB , et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 127
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Cadonilimab combined with FOLFIRINOX and bevacizumab as first -line 
treatment for MSS/pMMR mCRC: Updated survival analysis and safety 
outcomes from a multicenter, single -arm, phase 2 study (SYLT -026)
Yin Y, et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 121
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BXQ-350 efficacy and safety evaluation in first -line mCRC patients: A phase 
12b/2 study of BXQ -350, a first -in -class sphingolipid metabolism modulator, in 
combination with mFOLFOX7 plus bevacizumab in newly diagnosed mCRC
Arshad T , et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 242
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Colorectal Cancer ï 
Systemic Therapy 
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Update on Systemic Therapy for CRC (1/6)

Home



Update on Systemic Therapy for CRC (2/6)
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Update on Systemic Therapy for CRC (3/6)
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Update on Systemic Therapy for CRC (4/6)
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Update on Systemic Therapy for CRC (5/6)
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Update on Systemic Therapy for CRC (6/6)
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Colorectal Cancer ï 
Biomarkers

Conference Highlights Presented by 

Kristen Ciombor, MD
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Abstract Selection: Colorectal Cancer ï Biomarkers (1/2)
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Abstract Selection: Colorectal Cancer ï Biomarkers (2/2)
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Circulating free RNA as a predictive tool for immunotherapy benefit in 
mismatch -repair -deficient colorectal cancer 
Overman MJ , et al. ASCO GI 2026. Abstract 219
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